CITY OF SANTA MONICA
DRONE LIGHT SHOW INSTRUCTIONS & REQUIREMENTS

INSTRUCTIONS

1.

2.

Drone(s) may not be operated directly over any person.

FAA (Airplanes/Helicopters/other aircraft): Aviation activity must conform to
accepted FAA plan of activities. Aviation activity will be conducted within normal
FAA established guidelines.

Failure to adhere to any applicable limitations of drone usage will result in
immediate shutdown of drone activity. Drone(s) must be operated at an altitude of
no more than 400" above ground level. Drone(s) Operator must conform with all FAA
Regulations. Drone(s) operations may not be conducted during night (1/2 hour prior
to sunrise, 1/2 hour after sunset) unless the following conditions are met: Pilot’s
license or knowledge test must be issued on or after April 21, 2021 and drone(s) must
have lighted anti-collision lighting visible for at least three (3) statute miles that has a
flash rate sufficient to avoid a collision.

Production must have a printed copy of copies of permit on location and available
for review by the public and City representatives.

Drone Operator/Production Company must notify Air Operations for LAPD (213-485-
2600) and LAFD (818-756-8635) at least 1/2 hour prior to activity. LAPD Air Support
Division must also be nofified by drone operator at the time of packet submission.

Area within Safety Perimeter must be clear of people and active vehicles, not
involved in the production, during the show. A site survey will be required to confirm
launch areaq, traversal area, show location, exclusion zone, and security staff
locations, and anficipated audience location and other safety parameters.
Assessment and plan to be determined and directed by SMPD.

Clearance of the show areaq, traversal area, and exclusion zone will be required (3)
three to (5) five hours prior to start of the Drone Light Show, as directed by SMPD.
Signs must be posted 24 hours in advance of the beach clearance start time.
Security2 personnel is required to keep area clear of all people and vehicles during
this time. Securing and evacuating the show areaq, traversal area, and exclusion
zone are the responsibility of the permit applicant and a plan, including the number
and location of personnel, must be submitted to the Santa Monica Police
Department Planning and Intelligence Unit. Personnel designated to clear/secure
these areas may be employed by the permit applicant, Santa Monica City
personnel requested by the permit applicant, or Santa Monica City personnel
assigned by the SMPD Planning and Intelligence Unit.
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8. Example of Beach Clearance Sign:

NOTICE OF CLOSURE

This area will be temporarily closed from
___pm.to___ p.m.

on__/ /2025

Violations may result in a citation, fine or other penalties
SMMC 4.68.100



https://ecode360.com/42728394#42728476
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REQUIREMENTS

Drone packet must be completed 45 days prior to Drone Light Show. Please note that
requests submitted less than 45 days in advance will be considered on a case-by-case
basis.

*Incomplete documentation will not be accepted, and the drone activity will be
removed from the event permit. For the fastest processing of drone paperwork, the
items listed below should be uploaded in a single PDF in the order listed.

Drone Requirements include:

1. Drone (UAS) Questionnaire (download link available in event portal)
2. Written Plan of Activity (POA) with maps

3. Applicable Airspace Authorizations

4. Pilot's License and Knowledge Test

5. Commercial Drone Registration
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1. Drone (UAS) Questionnaire must be completed by Drone production company.
(download link available in event portal)

DRONE (UAS) QUESTIONNAIRE

= Times on the questionnaire must match the times listed on the permit.

= Any airspace class other than G requires an FAA Authorization attached with times coerresponding to
the permit requast.

= All sections of the questionnaire must be completed before it can be properly reviewed

Production Company:

Production Title:

UAS Company:

Permit Number:

Start Time Airspace

Class*

Location Address for Drone Light Show is to take place at the Santa
Maonica Pier: 200 Santa Monica Pier, Santa Monica, CA 90401

Date of Event:

*IF ¥YOU ARE FLYING IN CLASS B, C, D, OR E AIRSPACE, ATC
AUTHORIZATION |5 REQUIRED FOR ALL UAS ACTIVITY AND MU
INCLUDED IN THE DRONE REQUIREMENTS.

S ON ATIC JFORMATION

L RESTH TIONS? YesD_NoD_

UAS “M" # or registration #:

ANY RESTRICTED AREAS
UAS Make & Model:

UAS “M" # or registration #:

UAS "M” # or registration #:

UAS "M” # or registration #:

PART 107 REQUIREMENTS

Certificate Visual Observer  Yes D_ NOD_

Name of Remote Pilot: Remote Pilot Phone #:

PLEASE INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:
+ Copy of Remote Pilot's Certificate * Copy of UAS Registration Certificate for each UAS listed above
= Copy of UAS Registration Certificate for each UAS listed above # Description of Planned Operations

* Current Knowledge Test, if Airman Certificate is more than 2 years cld

WAIVERS

If you are requesting any of the following activity, please check all that apply and fumish proof of waiver from the
FAA upon submission of this document to the City of Santa Monica.

Flight altitude restrictions (§107.51) D Qperating multiple small UAS Iﬁélﬁ?.BS]D

Operating from a moving vehicle [§1EI'.-'.25]|:|

e Times on the questionnaire must match the times listed on the permit.

e Any airspace class other than G requires an FAA Authorization attached with
times corresponding to the permit application.
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2. Written Plan of Activity (POA) with map(s) should include the following:
a) POA must include at least the following:

i. A description of the flight activity, including maps or diagrams of the
area over which operations will be conducted and the altitudes
essential to accomplish the operation.

i. Number of drones included in the presentation.
ii. Aerial activity start time; end time.
iv. Drone Company Name.

v. Name and phone number of the onsite person responsible for the
operation.

vi. Make, model, and serial or N-Number of each UAS to be used.
vii. Pilot name, pilot certification, camera operator.
viii. Name and certificate number of each UAS involved in the operations.

ix. A statement that the operator has obtained permission from property
owners.

b) Answers to these questions:
i. Will the Drone Light Show be open or closed to the public?

ii. Will this event be publicized? If yes, what types of publicity and/or
media channels do you plan to use to promote this event?
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c) Sample POA Map*
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3. Applicable Airspace Authorizations as needed. Review your drone app/GIS
service to ensure proper authorization is obtained.

a) Other Documentation/Fees that may be required:

i. Any applicable waivers (Flying multiple drones or flying over non-
participants)

ii. Flying at night: The FAA recently changed the rules regarding night
flight. Pilots in possession of a license issued on or after April 21, 2021,
OR a knowledge test showing a date of completion on or after April
21, 2021 are allowed to operate outside of daylight hours. UAS must
have lighted anti-collision lighting visible for at least three (3) statute
miles that has a flash rate sufficient to avoid a collision.

ii. Airspace Authorization: The pilot will be required to provide proof of
FAA airspace authorization. Screenshots from an approved LAANC
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app or other FAA website containing a verification number will suffice.
(*See below for examples)

iv. Additional fees will be charged for any required SMPD presence.

v. A Fire Safety Officer will be assigned to events with drones on a case-
by-case basis.

vi. Santa Monica Pier and Harbor Service Officers may be required for an
additional fee. This will be determined during plan review by Pier
Corporation and SMPD.

*Sample FAA Authorization Screenshots

VR10 - TZ Apartment
Los Angeles, CA

21 Oct 2022
10:00 AM (GMT-(
11:00 AM (

100 ft (max)

Authorization Information

Authorization Reference Codes
(BUR)

- AirMa::os o0 5GY¢ @@ )
{ @ Update for your fligh... S
\&Message:

@tgwcvumacm / SMO,

* 3 Feb 23 22:04 UTC - 04

Feb 23 05:00 UTC, Max

rb | Alt 100ft): In accordance
with Title 14 CFR Part

107.41, your operation is
authorized within the

designated airspace and
timeframe constraints.

Altitude limits are absolute

values above ground level

which shall not be added

fa blos leolald of
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4. Pilot's License and Knowledge Test
Information and requirements for obtaining a pilot’s license and commercial
registration for a drone may be found here: https://faadronezone-access.faa.qgov/

a) The drone pilot must be commercially licensed to fly a drone in the United
States.

b) The FAA began issuing Airman Certificates in late 2016 under the new 14 CFR
Part 107 regulations. While these certificates do not expire, certificate holders
are required to take and pass the Knowledge Test every 24 months.

c) Operators should check the “issued date” on their certificates to ensure
compliance with FAA requirements. As a reminder, proof of an updated
Knowledge Test is required when adding UAS/drone activity to permit
applications.

d) Foreign pilot’s licenses are not acceptable for commercial drone flight.
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https://faadronezone-access.faa.gov/
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5. Commercial Drone Registration

a) Each drone used MUST be registered commercially with the FAA.

b) Your drone registration certificate will contain both a Serial number and a
registration number. Typically, the commercial registration is a blue card,
while a hobbyist registration is a white card. Hobbyist Registrations are NOT
valid for commercial use for fiming.

c) Drones UNDER 55 pounds can register via a standard certificate.

d) Drones OVER 55 pounds must obtain a paper N-Number registration card.

6. HOBBYIST REGISTRATION - NOT VALID COMMERICAL DRONE REGISTRATION - VALID
FOR COMMERICAL DRONE USE Note the blue background and Aircraft Serial Number

7. Note the white background and lack of YES
Serial Number

Small UAS Cartificate of Registration

NO ]
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FINAL REMINDERS

e PLEASE CREATE A SINGLE PDF OF THE ABOVE REQUIREMENTS.

e UPLOAD TO THE EVENT PORTAL NO LATER THAN 45 DAYS PRIOR TO THE DRONE
LIGHT SHOW EVENT.

e For questions, please send inquiries to:
o Sergeant Derek Leone (derek.leone@santamonica.gov)
o Sergeant Susana Wessels (susana.wessels@santamonica.gov)
o Officer Peter Lashley (peter.lashley@santamonica.gov)
o Officer Kyle Crane (kyle.crane@santamonica.gov)
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